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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FIND Food Bank and Feeding America Launch New Initiative
to End Hunger, Improve Family Stability

(Indio, CA) — Oct. 23, 2015 FIND Food Bank and Feeding America, a nationwide network of food banks,
today announced the launch of “Collaborating for Clients,” a groundbreaking initiative that is bringing non-
profit organizations together in an effort to reduce hunger and improve the lives of low-income families.
Partners in the Collaborating for Clients initiative will work to address food insecurity and will help families
find affordable housing, job training, steady employment, and health care services.

“Across eastern Riverside County, community-based organizations of all kinds speak of the need to work
together to meet the needs of low-income clients accessing different programs, including food assistance,”
said Lisa Houston, President and CEO of FIND Food Bank.

“The challenges so many of our families face in just trying to get by means there’s more at play than meets
the eye. The ‘Collaborating for Clients’ initiative is giving us the opportunity to look at the bigger picture and
consider how to effectively respond to the multiple disadvantages that discourage family stability and well-
being.”

“Our network’s core service of food distribution provides essential assistance to millions of vulnerable and
food-insecure people every week, but this traditional food assistance model is not achieving an end to
hunger in this country,” Maura Daly, Chief External Affairs Officer for Feeding America, explained. “Hunger is
a complex issue that does not exist in isolation. When people visit food pantries, they are not only struggling
to put food on the table, they are often struggling to pay for rent, utilities, childcare, and medical bills. By
integrating our services with those of other programs, we believe that we can help to improve our clients
overall well-being.”

This fall, Feeding America is launching Collaborating for Clients pilot programs through five local food banks
in various regions of the country. In addition to FIND Food Bank, participating food banks include:

e Mid-Ohio Foodbank in Columbus, OH

e Food Bank of Northern Nevada in Reno, NV

e The Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina in Winston-Salem, NC
e Vermont Foodbank
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“These pilot programs will help us learn how food banks can best work with other partner organizations to
make significant and measurable change in the communities they serve. Our goal is to bring together our
expertise and broad reach to improve the stability of people across the country,” Daly said. The pilot
programs are expected to last for three years and are funded by an overall $4.4 million grant from the
Laura and John Arnold Foundation (L JAF).

“Our work at the Laura and John Arnold Foundation is focused on addressing the root causes of pressing
social problems,” LJAF Vice President of Public Accountability Josh McGee explained. “In order to reduce
hunger, we must not only provide families with their next meal, we must target the underlying issues that
can lead to hunger in the first place. The Collaborating for Clients initiative is designed to do just that. It will
offer wrap-around services to help families achieve a stable and prosperous future.”

Among the fundamental barriers to eradicating hunger in America is that food insecurity — defined as not
having sufficient financial and supporting resources to access adequate and nutritious food on an ongoing
basis — typically is just one of many challenges low-income people face.

According to the USDA, more than 48 million people in the United States are food insecure. Food pantries
that were once considered a resource for temporary food assistance have become a part of many
households’ regular coping strategies to put food on the table.

#H##

About ‘Collaborating for Clients’ in the Coachella Valley

The Laura and John Arnold Foundation, along with Feeding America, are spearheading a national effort to
help food banks learn how they can best collaborate with other local organizations to make significant and
measure-able change in the communities they serve. The current iteration of this local collaborative
includes the following founding partners : FIND Food Bank, Desert Healthcare District, Regional Access
Project Foundation, River-side County Economic Development Agency, United Way of the Desert and USC'’s
Sol Price School of Public Policy; additional partners are being added as the work develops. This collab-
orative has grown organically as we try to better understand and address the complexities of the many
disadvantages our residents face. The group will use an evidence-driven accountability model to measure
impact and implement change.

About FIND Food Bank:
FIND Food Bank is the regional food bank serving eastern Riverside County. Founded in 1983, FIND
(Food In Need of Distribution) is dedicated to relieving hunger, the causes of hunger, and problems
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associated with hunger by building awareness and mobilizing resources and the community to take
action to end hunger. Our network of community-based partners distributes 10+ million pounds of food
assistance annually to an average 90,000+ people each month across our service area. FIND is a
member of Feeding America and the California Association of Food Banks. To learn more about hunger
and how you can help, please call FIND at 760-775-3663 or visit FINDFoodBank.org or
facebook.com/FINDFoodBank

About Feeding America

Feeding America is the nationwide network of 200 food banks that leads the fight against hunger in the
United States. Together, we provide food to more than 46 million people through 60,000 food pantries and
meal programs in communities across America. Feeding America also supports programs that improve food
security among the people we serve; educates the public about the problem of hunger; and advocates for
legislation that protects people from going hungry. Individuals, charities, businesses and government all
have a role in ending hunger. Donate. Volunteer. Advocate. Educate. Together we can solve hunger. Visit
www.feedingamerica.org, find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.

About the Laura and John Arnold Foundation (L JAF)

LJAF is a private foundation that is working to address our nation’s most pressing and persistent challenges
using evidence-based, multi-disciplinary approaches. Its strategic investments are currently focused in
criminal justice, education, evidence-based policy and innovation, public accountability, research integrity,
and science and technology. LJAF has offices in Houston, New York City, and Washington, D.C.
www.arnoldfoundation.org.
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